Textbook Histories of the Sinking of the Maine
Source A:  Cuban History Textbook

“According to a U.S. commission, the explosion had come from outside the ship, but a Spanish commission found that the blast had occurred inside.  Actually Spain was doing everything possible to prevent a war with the United States and was careful not to commit any act of provocation.  Hence, the Spaniards were not responsible for the blast.  On the contrary, U.S. authorities were seeking a pretext to wage war against Spain…And fearing that Cuba would obtain its independence and slip through its fingers, the U.S. needed an incident like that of the “Maine.”  Consequently, everything points to self-provocation.  The theory concerning U.S. responsibility was reinforced by the fact that almost all white officials escaped the catastrophe because they were not on deck at the time of the blast.”

Source B:  Spanish History Textbook

“In February of 1898 the North American cruiser, Maine, anchored in the harbor of Havana exploded.  The cause of the explosion was never clearly explained and the North American authorities attributed it to Spanish sabotage.  The attempts at both a diplomatic solution and international mediation failed.  On April 23, 1898, the United States declared war on Spain.”
Source C:  Philippine History Textbook

“The immediate cause of [the Spanish-American War] was the blowing up of the U.S. battleship Maine at the harbor of Havana, Cuba, on the night of February 18, 1898.  Although the Maine had been blown up by American spies in order to provoke the war, the public was not informed of the truth.  Instead, American newspapers stirred the war spirit of the Americans and blamed Spain.  The cry, “Remember the Maine!” swept through the United States…Spain did not want a war because at the time she was harassed by domestic trouble and two revolutions in her previous colonies – Cuba and the Philippines.  To save her honor, however, she declared war against the United States on April 24.  This is what the American government was waiting for.”

Source D:  Caribbean History Textbook

“On 15 February 1898 the Maine exploded in Havana harbour with the loss of 266 American lives.  It had been blown up by an underwater bomb.  Americans immediately blamed the Spanish.  In fact the bomb was probably placed by Cuban patriots who saw the disaster as a way of bringing the United States into the war on their side.”

From History Lessons:  How Textbooks From Around the World Portray U.S. History, Ch. 16

Source E:  Our Textbook

“Early in 1898, President McKinley had ordered the U.S.S. Maine to Cuba to bring home American citizens in danger from the fighting and to protect American property.  On February 15, 1898, the ship blew up in the harbor of Havana.  More than 260 men died.  At the time, no one really knew why the ship exploded; however, American newspapers claimed that the Spanish had blown up the ship.  The Journal’s headline read, “The warship Maine was split in two by an enemy’s secret infernal machine.”  Hearst’s paper offered a reward of $50,000 for the capture of the Spaniards who supposedly had committed the outrage…”Remember the Maine!” became the rallying cry for U.S. intervention in Cuba.  It made no difference that the Spanish government agreed, on April 9, to almost everything the United States demanded, including a six-month cease fire.”
From The Americans:  Reconstruction to the 21st Century, McDougall Littell, 2006, Ch. 10, p. 348
What Really Happened to the Maine?
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Which was the most reliable source? Why?

Which was the least reliable source? Why?

How did the newspapers compare to the textbooks in terms of reliability?

How reliable do you believe ordinary Americans perceived these newspapers to be?

What perspective did the newspapers support?

Why do you think newspapers adopted this perspective?

What do you think really happened to the Maine from the various textbook accounts and newspaper headlines? 
